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Coming Events

Aug 30 - 31 Hilkka’s holidays. During Hilkka’'s

holidays phone messages and emails
will be checked periodically

Aug 31 10-1 Kahvi Time Regent St

Sept4 10.00 Finnish Worship Voima Hall
2:00 English Worship T+ Regent St
Sept6  1:00 Worship & Music Zoom

Sept7 10-1 Kahvi Time Regent St.
6:30 English Devotional Hannah Lake
Guest speaker — Gerry Lougheed

Sept 8 6:30 Finnish Devotional Hannah Lake
Sept 11 Rally Sunday at Hannah Lake

In our prayers Ruth, Marilyn.

Baptized: Harlow Pirjo West — Kaila Latti & John West
Ziggy Marko Grech — Niina Latti & Chris Grech

Wedding: Peggy Kunkel & Seppo Haapamaki

Prayer of the Day

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace
to those who are humble. Give us the humility of your
Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Psalm 112

! Praise the LORD. Blessed are those who fear the
LORD, who find great delight in his commands.

2 Their children will be mighty in the land; the
generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their
righteousness endures forever.

4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for those
who are gracious and compassionate and righteous.

5 Good will come to those who are generous and lend
freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

6 Surely the righteous will never be shaken; they will be
remembered forever.

” They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are
steadfast, trusting in the LORD.

8 Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear; in the
end they will look in triumph on their foes.

9 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, their
righteousness endures forever; their horn will be lifted
high in honor.

10 The wicked will see and be vexed, they will gnash
their teeth and waste away; the longings of the
wicked will come to nothing.

First Reading “Proverbs 25:6 - 7”

6 Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do
not claim a place among his great men; “it is better for
him to say to you, “Come up here,” than for him to
humiliate you before his nobles.

Second Reading “Hebrews 13:1 -8, 15-16"

1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters.

2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by
so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels
without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those in
prison as if you were together with them in prison, and

those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were
suffering. 4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer
and all the sexually immoral. ®> Keep your lives free from
the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, “Never will | leave you; never
will | forsake you.” 8 So we say with confidence, “The
Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can mere
mortals do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, who
spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of
their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday and today and forever.

5 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to
God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly
profess his name. *® And do not forget to do good and
to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is
pleased.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel “Luke 14:1,7 - 14”

Glory to you, O Lord.

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a
prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.

When he noticed how the guests picked the places of
honor at the table, he told them this parable:

“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not
take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished
than you may have been invited. If so, the host who
invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this
person your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will have to
take the least important place. But when you are
invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host
comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better
place.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all
the other guests. For all those who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.” Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a
luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so
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you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will
be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
By Bishop Michael Pryse

Greetings friends! My name is Michael Pryse and | am
the Bishop of the Eastern Synod. It’s a privilege to be
with you today and | want to thank-you for providing
your pastor or deacon with some much-needed relief
and time for rest and restoration. The ELCIC Summer
Sermon Series is a wonderful opportunity for us to
support our rostered leaders and to experience the
amazing breadth of our wonderful church, from coast to
coast to coast and I’'m delighted to be a part of this
effort!

In Paul’s epistles, one of the themes that is worked over
and over again is that of incorporation into the Body of
Christ. People who are isolated, separate, and alone
are called into the life of a new community. The dead
are called out from the isolation of whatever cave it is
that has imprisoned them and called to stand and live
within a re-ordered community whose disciples are
called to live as a “salt and light” family of faith whose
relationships have been made right and made new by
God’s grace.

Paul describes that reality in his letter to the Galatians
by saying that for those who are clothed in Christ there
is no longer Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor
female. It's a beautiful picture! But in life, we know that
those distinctions do exist! We know that in the church
of Galatia they most certainly existed. Why else would
Paul have written this, if there were not struggles
related to the status of Jew, Greek, slave, free, male
and female?

Those distinctions also exist within our church. Not
literally Jew and Greek. But most certainly the “in” and
the “not so in.” Perhaps not slave and free. But
certainly, those with power and those without power.
And who would deny that there are distinctions between
male and female, gay and straight, rich or poor,
indigenous and non-indigenous; black, brown and
white! Those distinctions most certainly exist and testify
to the measure to which we fall short of the standard of
what Paul says it means to be clothed with Christ. Our
seating plans are not aligned to those of the kingdom

as described in today’s Gospel lesson.

| am glad that our church is starting to come to terms
with that reality. At this summer’s ELCIC National
Convention we received the reports and
recommendations from three task forces whose
creation was mandated by the 2019 ELCIC convention
to address 1. Ableism; 2. Racism, White Supremacy,
and issues of Racial Injustice; and 3. Homophobia,
Biphobia, and Trans-phobia. Those reports and
recommendations are available on the ELCIC website,
and | commend them to you. Clearly, we have a lot of
work to do, and it's work that | welcome!

| hope that you do too!

And now, a story. One night, thirty-six years ago, | was
sitting in a chair, at home. It was a comfortable chair,
made especially comfortable because it was a Saturday
night - my sermon was done for the next day and the
World Series was on television. All was well with the
world!! It was a great game; the sixth game of the 1986
World Series, Mets and Red Sox, and we were moving
into the eighth inning with the score close and runners
on base. It was around eleven o’clock, and then the
phone rang.

| always jump when the phone rings after eleven
o’clock. I'm always afraid that something terrible has
happened. Someone’s died, some crisis has occurred.
And so, | was nervous as | rose from my comfortable
chair that Saturday night to answer the phone. | said

“‘Hello.” And a very weak voice, muffled, asked simply
and with no preliminaries. “Could you come and see
us? We'd like to talk to a pastor.”

To be truthful, my internal voice was saying things like,
“Don’t you know that it’'s 11:30 on a Saturday night and
that my sermon is all done and that the World Series is
on and that it's a close game in the eighth inning and
that I'm sitting in my comfortable chair and that all is
well with the world!?” But you’ll be gratified to know
that, instead, my professional, external voice asked,
‘Do you need to see me tonight; are you sick, do you
need help?” “No, we just want to talk to a pastor.” And
so, reluctantly, | said I'd come. And | got up from my
comfortable chair and shut off that World Series game
that was so close in the eighth inning, put on my coat
and left. And that’s how | ended up meeting my two
friends Alvin and Milton, two bachelor brothers who
became a very important part of my life over the next
few years.

They were quite a pair! Long hair and Rip Van Winkle
beards. Milton had a huge, raven’s wing moustache
that completely covered his mouth. That’'s why it had
been so difficult to under-stand him on the phone! He
was talking through a bird’s nest! They lived in the
bottom half of an old house a few miles out of town.
The only light in the room that night was the flickering of
a small black and white TV in the corner; no sound, it
didn’t work. And there were boxes everywhere, of every
size and description. Kentucky Fried Chicken boxes
stacked all along one wall and at least a dozen of those
red toolboxes you get at the hardware store scattered
around the room.

We talked for a long time that night. They told me
portions of their stories, about a long distant time
growing up on a farm, of eventually being banished
from that farm and being left penniless by a spiteful
brother. They talked about all sorts of things. But what |
remember most about that night, with shame and
embarrassment, was how when | came in to the house



and Milton motioned for me to sit in the big, overstuffed
chair in the corner of the room, | declined. “It's okay,” |
said. And then I quickly pulled up on of those red
Canadian Tire toolboxes and sat on it instead.

You see, the chair they directed me to was not my
comfortable chair. This house was dirty. Alvin and
Milton were dirty. It was obvious that they hadn’t
changed their clothes in days. It was also obvious that
they slept with those same clothes on and in those
chairs! And so, when | looked for a place to sit, one of
the steel tool boxes seemed to be the safest option
available. Bright and red, hard surfaced, made in a
factory and sold in a store. It was the closest thing to
my comfortable chair that there was in that room. |
needed to insulate myself. And to my shame, | could
not, on that first visit, accept their invitation to sit with
them.

But many visits followed. Often, I'd stop in the mornings
on my way to visit in the area hospitals. They lived right
on the highway and usually, they would be out in the
driveway, sitting in the now disabled ‘64 Chev that they
had actually lived in the previous winter. They would sit
there for hours on end! I'd stop and we’d talk. Milton
always sat in the driver’s side and would usually have a
coffee in one hand and a beer in the other! And on a
particularly festive day he’d have a little two-ounce
bottle of rye tucked between his legs. And as we’d talk,
he’d take little sips back and forth. | never saw him
impaired in any way. The beer and coffee would last
him most of the day, just wetting his lips, back and
forth, back and forth.

Sometimes we’d visit in the house. They’d talk old times
and show me the little treasures locked up in those
toolboxes - pill bottles, old photos and faded restaurant
placemats. One year on Alvin’s birthday my friend Fred
Ludolph and | - another pastor who had befriended the
two brothers - surprised them with a meal (Kentucky
Fried Chicken, of course!) and we had a

party together. The place was still dirty. But somehow

as our relationships developed, the uncomfortable chair
had somehow become comfortable. Visits became
more frequent. | looked forward to them and in time |
learned to sit in the chair that | had once so brazenly
and dismissively avoided.

Eventually the story comes full circle. One beautiful
spring day, about a year after Milton had died, Fred and
| took Alvin and my daughters out fishing in celebration
of his 78th birthday. It was the activity he had chosen
when we asked what he would like to do to celebrate
his birthday. He said he hadn’t fished in 50 years! We
had a wonderful time! We caught lots of fish! And then
we went to my house and cooked them up! We had a
birthday cake, a glass of beer, balloons and homemade
cards from the children!

And all of a sudden, it struck me! Alvin was at my
house, and was sitting in MY chair, the same
comfortable, safe, secure and easy chair that | had
been so reluctantly pulled out of on a long-ago
Saturday evening in October during the sixth game of
the World Series!

In the Gospel accounts of his life and ministry, Jesus
describes the reign of God in the broadest and most
inclusive of terms. He calls us to leave our comfortable
chairs and to sit in the chair that makes us
uncomfortable; to invite those we see as different to sit
in the places that have previously been denied to them.

| would encourage you to be open to both issuing and
receiving those invitations; to risk the uncomfortable
chair; to risk considering how we might move beyond
the safety of our too comfortable definitions of who
should sit where and when, our often-unexamined
definitions of who is in and who is out. Change the
seating plan! Welcome and accept Jesus’ invitation to
follow his call to whomever and wherever that call might
take you. In doing so, you may well find unforeseen and
rich blessings, and as Jesus promises, a new and
abundant life. AMEN

Prayers

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near
to the Holy One in prayer.

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all
deacons, pastors, and bishops who serve and teach
your people. Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation
that reaches ever outward. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we
pray. Stirin us reverent awe for the beauty of the
natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams,
forests and deserts. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray.
Sustain the efforts of those who pursue justice and
equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants
and refugees and all who are persecuted for their ethnic
origin or religious beliefs. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be
present with those who live in isolation or fear,
especially those who are incarcerated or detained.
Comfort all who are sick or grieving. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this congregation and it's ministries, we pray.
Prepare children, teachers, and youth ministry directors
for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to
invite others to the table. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

For all the saints who confessed God’s name, we give
thanks. May we cling to the promise of our risen
Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and
forever. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful, God, and
hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus
Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in



heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.



